“What is love?”
Galatians 5:16-26, 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a
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Galatians 5:16-26

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. '’ For what the flesh
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for
these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. '* But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. '* Now the works of the flesh are
obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

*2 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, > gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. ** And
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. **
If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. *° Let us not become conceited,
competing against one another, envying one another.

1 Corinthians 13:1-8a

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal. > And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, |
am nothing. ® If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

*Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant > or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ° it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. ’ It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

® Love never ends.

1. Don’t let hallmark define love

a. Itis not feelings
b. It is not conditional

2. Let Jesus define Love

a. Itis costly

b. It puts others first

3. It needs to come from the Spirit because it is unnatural



